It is in part philosophical, that is in so far as concerns our recognition of the type of particular organs and the assistance they give in the determination of the type of the creature? but it is also highly practical, as relating to the origin and development of those beautiful organs the teeth ; their structure and the fitness of the means, or their elements to accomplish particular ends; their simplification in the animated chain, both in elementary constitution and form as we recede from the golden link of humanity in accordance with the successive restriction of their function ; and the seal set upon their constituents in the molecular death which undermines their fair fabric.
In learning all this you become better men, because your hearts must be lifted up in admiration of the cunning handi- 
